What am I learning about this half term?

[image: ]Reading and Writing
This half term we will be delving into ‘The Invention of Hugo Cabret’ by Brian Selznick. The children will be immersing themselves in the beautiful illustrations, which bring this graphic novel to life. They will continue to develop their retrieval and inference skills. In addition, they will be creating some intriguing narrative writing of their own!

                                                                                                  Maths
[image: ]In the spring term 2, Year 4 are creating and using graphs to analyse data. Following this, they will be examining fractions, followed by time. The children will continue to use a range of representations, including bar models, fractions walls, fraction strips and hundred squares, to support their learning. As always, we will also be applying our learning to a range of problem solving and reasoning activities. 

[image: ]Science
In Spring 2, our new science topic is ‘States of Matter’. We will be asking, ‘What is matter?’ and investigating how temperature affects the state that materials adopt. Children will also be learning about the water cycle.




[image: ]                                                                               Religious Education
In our ‘Salvation’ unit, we will be learning about the Eucharist beliefs, and focusing on Jesus’ Last Supper. Children will relate the actions of communion to this. The theme of reconciliation will be discussed.

[image: ]Physical Education
In our PE lessons this half term, the children are going to participate in orienteering and tennis! In orienteering, children will work on their agility, balance and co-ordination. They will also focus on developing their teamwork and communication skills.
[image: ]In our tennis sessions, children will learn to dribble the ball and hold a rally, before progressing to using fore and backhand techniques.
The skills that the children will develop link to our school values, of ‘kindness, respect and honesty’, as children learn to work effectively as team members. 

[image: ]                                                                                                      Art
 In our art unit this half term, we will be exploring cityscape architecture, with reference to architect, Zara Hadid. Children will use pencil crayon to create line and tone, gaining in knowledge of how artists capture light and shadow.




[image: ]Music
In Spring 2, we are continuing to develop our language of music through glockenspiels! We will be following the Charanga scheme, learning to build on our earlier work on the glockenspiel and reading and playing the notes - C, D, E, F and G. Children will play various tune - including ‘Mamma Mia’! Here we go again… 

[image: ]Geography
This half term, we are looking at the international trading of food, natural resources and tourism. The children will learn about how trading became global and what is meant by ‘fair trade’. They will then select and compile information about some of the most iconic historical tourist attractions in Europe!

History
[image: ]
Welcome to the dark ages! We are continuing our timeline journey to find out why the Anglo-Saxons chose to unite their kingdoms in England, this half term! Following on from our exploration of Roman Britain, we will ask, ‘What happened after the Roman army left?’ The poem, Beowulf will be discussed and the children will decide whether it really was a story told for pure entertainment…or not!  





                                                                                Design Technology
[image: ]In Spring, our Design and Technology focus is ‘spring soups’. Children will learn how to choose and safely prepare their chosen ingredients for their soup. They will design recipes, adapting and improving them as they go, before producing their final, tasty dish!

[image: ]PSHE
In Spring Term, we are exploring ‘Healthy Me’. Children will begin by identifying the choices that they can make to keep themselves healthy and safe. Children will talk about resisting peer pressure, discuss friendships and learn how to be calm and assertive in difficult situations. 

                                                                                           Computing 
[image: ]This spring, the children will be creating programs, looking at repetition and loops. They will use the text-based program, Logo, to create algorithms and commands for drawing letters and shapes. To ‘wrap up’ the unit, children will create a program with a count-controlled loop, to produce their own wrapping paper design!
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