What am I learning about this half term? (Spring 2)

[image: ]Reading
This term,our reading and writing will focus around the same adventure book. The main characters go on a long boat journey and find themselves in a different country, with an important job to do - help a family member who has been cheated by a group of criminals.  This is a story of bravery, adventure, good over evil and a death-defying plan.
Writing
[image: ]This exciting book has many twists and turns, which lends itself beautifully to our writing outcome for this text - to write an alternative ending for a chapter.  As the plot and characters are revealed, children will be considering how the story could have taken a different direction.  What if one of the characters had made a different decision? Or the death-defying plan hadn’t worked out?  To develop characters, children will be using dialogue  and describing characters through their actions. 
Maths
[image: ]We will be continuing with this large unit on fractions, before moving onto graphs and then focusing on decimals. In the graphs unit, children will be reading and interpreting tables and line graphs.  In our Decimals unit, children will be linking fractions with decimal, as well as rounding, adding and subtracting 2-place decimals.  We will continue to have daily ‘Fluency Five’ activities, which focuses on mental maths strategies, and weekly retrieval tasks and problem solving activities.
Science
[image: ]For this term’s topic, children will be blasting off to outer space for our  ‘Earth and Space’ unit. Children will learn about the Big Bang Theory and about how the planets are formed.  They will also learn about the planets in our solar system and research what makes them special.  Children will also learn about why we have night and day and carry out an investigation to see if they can actually prove that the Earth rotates.

Religious Education
[image: ]For this unit, children will be learning about ‘What did Jesus do to save human beings?’ The focus will be the crucifixion of Jesus and what it means for Christians.  We will be talking about the Holy Communion, the resurrection and what it means that Jesus’ death was a sacrifice. In addition, childen will have the opportunity to think about how Christians put their beliefs into practice and will think about what sacrifice means in their own lives in today’s world.

[image: ]Physical Education
Throughout our PE lessons this half term, the children will continue to build up their fundamental skills and understand of which components contribute to a healthy lifestyle. For our first unit, children will be exploring the great outdoors through  our orienteering unit.  Through a variety of outdoor activities children will be developing their teamwork, mapping and problem solving skills.  Our other unit is gymnastic, which will build on the skills learnt in the gymnastics unit taught earlier this term. Children will learn how to travel, roll, balance and jump, as floor skills and on apparatus.  There will be opportunities for partner work and to create and perform sequences.  .    

[image: ]Art
Our art topic this term continues to focus on The Renaissance with a particular study of Leonardo Da Vinci. We will be learning about the history of The Renaissance and about the life of Leonardo Da Vinci, before studying and analysing a range of his well-known work.  Children will be looking at techniques, colours and subjects of his paintings, before using them to inspire their own work.

[image: ]Music
We will continue to focus  our learning around the well-known song: Make You Feel My Love. Through a variety of games and activities, children will learn about music elements such as: pulse, pitch and rhythm. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, children will listen and appraise other Pop Ballads.

Geography
For our geography topic, children will be whisked off to North America, for a study of it’s physical and human geography.  They will start by learning the [image: ]countries that constitute this large continent, before learning about the  varied climates that exist there.  We will then learn about time zones and  what creates them, before studying the physical features of the country.  Finally we will learn about some of the cultures within the continent and how people have  influenced the way that  North America is today.
History
[image: ]We are still in our time machine, back-to-the-future style, visiting the colourful era, which is The Tudors, but we will be moving onto a study of Elizabeth I. We will be learning about how she became Queen and about the chcallenges that she had while she was on the the throne, including the events that led up to her victory over the Spanish Armada. Finally, we will be looking at how law and order was maintained.  

Design Technology
[image: ]In this exciting unit children will be taking part in ‘The Great Bread Bake-off’.  Chidren will sample and evaluate a selection of different breads before creating their own recipe, making, baking and, of course, eating their bread. They will learn the science behind bread baking, as well as the cullinary skills and techniques needed. Who will win ‘The Great Bread Bake-Off’?

PSHE
After completing the unit on ‘Dreams and Goals’, children will learn about how to lead a healthy lifestyle in the ‘Healthy Me’ unit. Through a range of activities and discussions, children will learn about the effects of smoking and alcohol on the human body.  They will lean about body image and how [image: ]social media, the media and celebrity culture promotes certain body types.  They will learn that different people do not view food in the same way, and how this can be affected by external influences.  We will also talk about how important it is to have the motivation to keep healthy and happy and how the factors studoies through this unit can contribute towards this.

[image: ]Computing 
This unit looks at how a flat-file database can be used to organise data in records. Children will use tools within a database to order and answer questions about data. They will create graphs and charts from their  data to help solve problems. Finally, they will use a real-life database to answer a question, and present their work to others.
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